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Grundy Hop Domination in Graphs
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Abstract. Let G be an undirected graph with vertex and edge sets V (G) and E(G), respectively.
Let S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) be a sequence of distinct vertices of G and let Ŝ = {v1, v2, . . . , vk}. Then S
is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of G if N2

G[vi]\∪
i−1
j=1N

2
G[vj ] ̸= ∅ for each i ∈ {2, · · · , k}.

If, in addition, Ŝ is a hop dominating set of G, then S is called a Grundy hop dominating sequence.
The maximum length of a Grundy hop dominating sequence in a graph G, denoted by γh

gr(G),
is called the Grundy hop domination number of G. In this paper, we determine some (extreme)
values for the Grundy hop domination number. It is pointed out that the Grundy hop domination
number is at least equal to the hop domination. Bounds for the Grundy hop domination numbers
of some graphs resulting from some binary operations of two graphs are also obtained.
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1. Introduction

One of the several considered variations of the standard domination concept is hop
domination. This concept was introduced and initially studied by Natarajan and
Ayyaswamy in [15]. Just like domination, hop domination and its variations find plenty of
applications in various fields and networks. In fact, some real-life problems (including pro-
tection strategies and facility location) that can be modeled by the concept of domination
can be slighty modified for the concept of hop domination. Domination, hop domination,
and some of their variations are also studied in [1], [2], [9], [10], [11], [12], [13], and [16].

In 2014, the concept of Grundy domination in graphs was introduced by Bresar et al.
[6]. The newly defined parameter has subsequently attracted other researchers in the area
who generated more interesting results (see [3], [4], [5], and [7]). Grundy domination was
further studied in [5], where exact formulas for Grundy domination numbers of Sierpinski
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graphs were proven and a linear algorithm for determining these numbers in arbitrary
interval graphs was given. Grundy domination number was also studied in Kneser graphs
[7] and graph products in [3] and [14].

In this study, the concept of Grundy hop domination in a graph will be introduced
and initially investigated. In particular, bounds for the parameter will be given for the
join, corona, and lexicographic product of graphs.

2. Terminology and Notation

Two vertices u, v of a graph G are adjacent, or neighbors, if uv is an edge of G.
Moreover, an edge uv of G is incident to two vertices u, v of G. The set of neighbors
of a vertex u in G, denoted by NG(u), is called the open neighborhood of u in G. The
closed neighborhood of u in G is the set NG[u] = NG(u) ∪ {u}. If X ⊆ V (G), the open

neighborhood of X in G is the set NG(X) =
⋃
u∈X

NG(u). The closed neighborhood of X in

G is the set NG[X] = NG(X) ∪X.
Let G be a graph. A set D ⊆ V (G) is a dominating set of G if for every v ∈ V (G) \D,

there exists u ∈ D such that uv ∈ E(G), that is, NG[D] = V (G). The domination number
of G, denoted by γ(G), is the minimum cardinality of a dominating set of G.

Let S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) be a sequence of distinct vertices of a graph G, and let Ŝ =
{v1, v2, · · · , vk}. Then S is a legal closed neighborhood sequence if NG[vi]\

⋃i−1
j=1NG[vj ] ̸= ∅

for every i ∈ {2, · · · , k}. If, in addition, Ŝ is a dominating set of G, then S is called a
Grundy dominating sequence. The maximum length of a Grundy dominating sequence in
a graph G is called the Grundy domination number of G, and is denoted by γgr(G).

A vertex v in G is a hop neighbor of vertex u in G if dG(u, v) = 2. The set N2
G(u) =

{v ∈ V (G) : dG(v, u) = 2} is called the open hop neighborhood of u. The closed hop
neighborhood of u in G is given by N2

G[u] = N2
G(u) ∪ {u}. The open hop neighborhood of

X ⊆ V (G) is the set N2
G(X) =

⋃
u∈X

N2
G(u). The closed hop neighborhood of X in G is the

set N2
G[X] = N2

G(X) ∪X.
A set S ⊆ V (G) is a hop dominating set of G if N2

G[S] = V (G), that is, for every
v ∈ V (G)\S, there exists u ∈ S such that dG(u, v) = 2. The minimum cardinality among
all hop dominating sets of G, denoted by γh(G), is called the hop domination number of
G. Any hop dominating set with cardinality equal to γh(G) is called a γh-set.

Let S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) be a sequence of distinct vertices of G and let Ŝ = {v1, · · · , vk}.
Then S is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of G if N2

G[vi]\∪
i−1
j=1N

2
G[vj ] ̸= ∅ for each

i ∈ {2, · · · , k}. If, in addition, Ŝ is a hop dominating set of G, then S is called a Grundy
hop dominating sequence. The maximum length of a Grundy hop dominating sequence in
a graph G, denoted by γhgr(G), is called the Grundy hop domination number of G. We say
that vertex vi hop-footprints the vertices from N2

G[vi]\∪i
j=1N

2
G[vj ], and that vi is their hop-

footprinter. A legal closed hop neighborhood sequence S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) with maximum
length, i.e., k = max{p ∈ N : ∃ a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence (x1, · · · , xp) ofG},
will be referred to as a maximum legal closed hop neighborhood sequence.
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Let S1 = (v1, · · · , vn) and S2 = (u1, · · · , um), n,m ≥ 1 be two sequences of distinct
vertices of G. The concatenation of S1 and S2, denoted by S1 ⊕ S2, is the sequence given
by

S1 ⊕ S2 = (v1, · · · , vn, u1, · · · , um).

A sequence S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) of distinct vertices of a graph G is a co-legal closed
neighborhood sequence in G if

[V (G) \NG(vi)] \ ∪i−1
j=1[V (G) \NG(vj)] ̸= ∅

for each i ∈ {2, . . . , k}. A co-legal sequence S = (v1, v2, . . . , vk) is a co-Grundy dominating
sequence if V (G) = ∪k

i=1[V (G)\NG(vi)]. The maximum length of a co-Grundy dominating
sequence in a graph G is called the co-Grundy domination number of G, and is denoted
by γcogr(G).

A set D ⊆ V (G) is hop independent if for every pair of distinct vertices v, w ∈ D, we
have dG(v, w) ̸= 2. This concept was introduced and studied in [8]. Let S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk)
be a sequence of distinct vertices of a graph G and let Ŝ = {v1, v2, . . . , vk}. Then S is a legal
closed hop independent neighborhood sequence in G if it is a legal closed hop neighborhood
sequence and Ŝ is a hop independent set. A legal closed hop independent neighborhood
sequence S = (v1, v2, . . . , vk) is a Grundy hop independent hop dominating sequence if Ŝ
is a hop independent hop dominating set of G. The maximum length of a Grundy hop
independent hop dominating sequence in a graph G is called the Grundy hop independent
hop domination number of G, and is denoted by γhihgr (G).

Let G and H be any two graphs. The join of G and H, denoted by G+H is the graph
with vertex set V (G+H) = V (G)∪V (H) and edge set E(G+H) = E(G)∪E(H)∪{uv :
u ∈ V (G), v ∈ V (H)}. The corona G and H, denoted by G ◦H, the graph obtained by
taking one copy of G and |V (G)| copies of H, and then joining the ith vertex of G to every
vertex of the ith copy of H. We denote by Hv the copy of H in G ◦H corresponding to
the vertex v ∈ G and write v +Hv for ⟨{v} +Hv⟩. The lexicographic product of graphs
G and H, denoted by G[H], is the graph with vertex set V (G[H]) = V (G) × V (H) and
(v, a)(u, b) ∈ E(G[H]) if and only if either uv ∈ E(G) or u = v and ab ∈ E(H). We note

that any non-empty set C ⊆ V (G) × V (H) can be written as C =
⋃
x∈S

[{x} × Tx], where

S ⊆ V (G) and Tx ⊆ V (H) for each x ∈ S. Specifically, Tx = {a ∈ V (H) : (x, a) ∈ C} for
each x ∈ S.

3. Results

Remark 1. The vertex set of a graph need not form a legal closed hop neighborhood
sequence (a Grundy hop dominating sequence).

To see this, consider the graph G = C5 in Figure 1. Let S = (v1, v2, v3, v4, v5).
Notice that

N2
G[v5] = {v2, v3, v5} ⊆ N2

G[v1] ∪N2
G[v2] = {v1, v2, v3, v4, v5}.
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Hence, N2
G[v5] \ ∪4

j=1N
2
G[vj ] = ∅. Thus, S is not a legal closed hop neighborhood

sequence (hence, not a Grundy hop dominating sequence). It is routine to show that
any rearrangement of the terms of S is not legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of G.

G :

v1

v2

v3v4

v5

Figure 1: A graph G such that V (G) does not form a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence

Remark 2. A proper hop dominating set need not form a legal closed hop neighborhood
sequence (a Grundy hop dominating sequence).

Consider the graph G in Figure 2. Let S = (v1, v2, v3). Clearly, Ŝ is a proper hop
dominating set of G. Observe that N2

G[v3] = {v2, v3, v5} = N2
G[v2].

Hence,
N2

G[v3] \ ∪2
j=1N

2
G[vj ] = ∅.

Thus, S is not a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence (not a Grundy hop dominating
sequence).

v1

v2 v4

v3

v5
G :

Figure 2: A graph G with a proper hop dominating set which does not form a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence

Our first result shows that every graph G admits a Grundy hop dominating sequence.

Theorem 1. Let G be any graph on n vertices. Then the following statements hold.

(i) If γh(G) = k and D = {v1, v2, . . . , vk} is a minimum hop dominating set of G, then
S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) is a Grundy hop dominating sequence. In particular, γh(G) ≤
γhgr(G).

(ii) If S = (v1, v2, · · · , vm) is a minimum Grundy hop dominating sequence, then γh(G) =
|Ŝ|.
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Proof. (i) Suppose there exists i ∈ {2, 3, . . . , k} such that N2
G[vi] \ ∪

i−1
j=1N

2
G[vj ] = ∅.

Then N2
G[vi] ⊆ ∪i−1

j=1N
2
G[vj ]. It follows that D \ {vi} is a hop dominating set of G, contra-

dicting the minimality of D. Therefore, N2
G[vi]\∪

i−1
j=1N

2
G[vj ] ̸= ∅ for each i ∈ {2, 3, . . . , k}.

Consequently, γh(G) ≤ γhgr(G).

(ii) Note that from (i), every γh-set of G forms a Grundy hop dominating sequence. Since
S is a minimum Grundy hop dominating sequence, it follows that |Ŝ| ≤ γh(G). On the
other hand, since every Grundy hop dominating sequence forms a hop dominating set (by
definition), it follows that γh(G) ≤ |Ŝ|. This establishes the desired equality.

Theorem 2. Let G be any graph. Then S = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) is a maximum legal closed
hop neighborhood sequence of G if and only if S is a Grundy hop dominating sequence of
G and γhgr(G) = k.

Proof. Let S = (v1, · · · , vk) be a maximum legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of
G. Suppose Ŝ is not a hop dominating set of G. Then there exists v ∈ V (G)\N2

G[Ŝ]. This

implies that v /∈ N2
G[u] for every u ∈ Ŝ. Let S′ = (v1, · · · , vk, v). Since S is a legal closed

hop neighborhood sequence, N2
G[vi] \ ∪i−1

j=1N
2
G[vj ] ̸= ∅ for each i ∈ {2, 3, . . . , k}. Also,

since v ∈ N2
G[v] and v /∈ N2

G[u] for every u ∈ Ŝ, it follows that N2
G[v] \ ∪k

j=1N
2
G[vi] ̸= ∅.

Hence, S′ is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of G, contradicting the maximality
of S. Therefore, Ŝ is a hop dominating set of G. Since S is a maximum legal closed hop
neighborhood sequence of G, it is a Grundy hop dominating sequence and γhgr(G) = k.

For the converse, suppose that S is a Grundy hop dominating sequence and γhgr(G) = k.
Then S is a maximum legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of G.

Corollary 1. Let G be a graph and let D = (x1, · · · , xt) be a legal closed hop neighborhood
sequence of G. Then |D̂| = t ≤ γhgr(G).

Proof. Let k be the length of a maximum legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of
G. Then t ≤ k. By Theorem 2, |D̂| = t ≤ γhgr(G).

Throughout, [n] = {1, 2, . . . , n} for each positive integer n.

Theorem 3. Let G be any graph on n ≥ 2 vertices. Then 2 ≤ γhgr(G) ≤ n. Moreover,
each of the following statements holds.

(i) γhgr(G) = 2 if and only if for each pair of distinct vertices x, y ∈ V (G) such that
N2

G[x] ̸= N2
G[y], we have V (G) = N2

G[x]∪N2
G[y] (i.e., {x, y} is a hop dominating set

of G).

(ii) γhgr(G) = n if and only if every component C of G is complete.

Proof. Clearly, 2 ≤ γhgr(G) ≤ n.
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(i) Suppose γhgr(G) = 2. Then by Theorem 2, the maximum length of a legal closed
hop neighborhood sequence of G is 2. Let x and y be distinct vertices of G such that
N2

G[x] ̸= N2
G[y]. We may assume that N2

G[y] \ N2
G[x] ̸= ∅. Then (x, y) is a legal closed

hop neighborhood sequence of G. Suppose there exists z ∈ V (G) \ (N2
G[x]∪N2

G[y]). Since
z ∈ N2

G[z], it follows that N2
G[z] \ (N2

G[x] ∪ N2
G[y]) ̸= ∅. This implies that (x, y, z) is a

legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of G, contrary to the assumption that γhgr(G) = 2.
Hence, V (G) = N2

G[x] ∪N2
G[y].

For the converse, suppose that for each pair of distinct vertices x, y ∈ V (G) such that
N2

G[x] ̸= N2
G[y], we have V (G) = N2

G[x] ∪ N2
G[y]. Since G is a non-trivial graph, the

assumption implies that γh(G) = 2. Hence, γhgr(G) = k ≥ 2. Let (v1, v2, · · · , vk)
be a Grundy hop dominating sequence of G. Because N2

G[v2] \ N2
G[v1] ̸= ∅, V (G) =

N2
G[v1] ∪N2

G[v2], by assumption. Therefore, γhgr(G) = k = 2.

(ii) Suppose γhgr(G) = n and let S = (v1, v2, · · · , vn) be a Grundy hop dominating sequence

of G. Note that since N2
G[vn] \ ∪n−1

j=1N
2
G[vj ] ̸= ∅ and vj ∈ N2

G[vj ] for each j ∈ [n],

N2
G[vn] \ ∪n−1

j=1N
2
G[vj ] = {vn}. This implies that vn /∈ N2

G[vj ] for all j ∈ [n − 1], i.e.,

N2
G[vn] = {vn}. This would imply that N2

G[vn−1] \ ∪n−2
j=1N

2
G[vj ] = {vn−1}. Using the

same argument as earlier, N2
G[vn−1] = {vn−1}. Continuing in this fashion, we find that

N2
G[vi] = {vi} for each i ∈ [n], i.e., degG(vi) = 0 or vi is adjacent to every other vertex in

the component it belongs. Therefore, every component of G is complete.
Conversely, if every component of G is complete, then N2

G[v] = {v} for each v ∈ V (G).
Hence, if V (G) = {v1, v2, . . . , vn}, then

N2
G[vi] \ ∪i−1

j=1N
2
G[vj ] = {vi} \ {vj : j ̸= i} = {vi} ≠ ∅.

for each i ∈ {2, 3, . . . , n}. This shows that (v1, v2, · · · , vn) is a Grundy hop dominating
sequence of G. Therefore γhgr(G) = n.

The next result is immediate from the Theorem 3(ii).

Corollary 2. Let G be a connected graph on n vertices. Then each of the following
statements holds.

(i) γhgr(G) = n if and only if G = Kn.

(ii) If G is non-complete, then γhgr(G) ≤ n− 1.

Theorem 4. Let G be a graph on n vertices.

(i) If G is complete, then γhgr(G) + γhgr(G) = 2n.

(ii) If G is non-complete, then

(a) 4 ≤ γhgr(G) + γhgr(G) ≤ 2n− 1, and

(b) 4 ≤ γhgr(G) · γhgr(G) ≤ n2 − n.
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Proof. (i) The equality follows from Theorem 3(ii).

(ii) By Corollary 2(ii), γhgr(G) ≤ n− 1 and by Theorem 3, γhgr(G) ≤ n. These imply that

γhgr(G) + γhgr(G) ≤ n− 1 + n = 2n− 1, and γhgr(G) · γhgr(G) ≤ (n− 1)n = n2 − n. The left
inequalities follow from Theorem 3.

The bounds in Theorem 4(ii) are tight. Indeed, one can easily verify that

γhgr(P4) + γhgr(P 4) = γhgr(P4) · γhgr(P 4) = 4,

γhgr(P3) + γhgr(P 3) = 5 = 2(3)− 1, and

γhgr(P3) · γhgr(P 3) = 6 = 32 − 3.

Proposition 1. For any positive integer n ≥ 2,

γhgr(Pn) =

{
2 if n = 2, 3

n− 2 if n ≥ 4.

Proof. Let G = Pn = [v1, v2, · · · , vn]. Clearly, γhgr(Pn) = 2 for n = 2, 3. So sup-
pose that n ≥ 4. Let S′ = (v1, · · · , vn−2). Clearly, S′ is a Grundy hop dominating
sequence in G. Since G is not a complete graph, γhgr(G) ≤ n − 1 by Corollary 2(ii).

Thus, n − 2 ≤ γhgr(G) ≤ n − 1. Suppose γhgr(G) = n − 1, say, S = (w1, · · · , wn−1) is

a Grundy hop dominating sequence. Then N2
G[wn−1] \

⋃n−2
j=1 N

2
G[wj ] ̸= ∅. Notice that

N2
G[wn−1] \

⋃n−2
j=1 N

2
G[wj ] ⊆ {wn−1, vr} for some r ∈ {1, . . . , n}, vr ̸= wn−1. Consider the

following two cases:

Case 1: N2
G[wn−1] \

⋃n−2
j=1 N

2
G[wj ] = {wn−1, vr} for some vr ∈ V (G) \ {w1, . . . , wn−1}.

Let wn−1 = vq. Then vq and vr are not hop dominated by each wj , where j ∈
{1, 2, . . . , n − 2}. If q < r, then vq is v1 or v2. If vq = v1, then vr = v3 and vn = v4.
This is not possible because N2

G[v2] = N2
G[v4] = {v2, v4} where v2, v4 ∈ Ŝ. If vq = v2, then

vr = v4 and n = 4 or 5. Again, this is not possible. A similar situation happens when q > r.

Case 2: N2
G[wn−1] \

⋃n−2
j=1 N

2
G[wj ] = {wn−1}.

Then wn−1 is not hop dominated by any of the vertices w1, · · · , wn−2. Moreover,
since n ≥ 4, dG(wn−1, vt) = 2 for some vertex vt ∈ V (G) \ Ŝ. Now, because N2

G[wn−1] \⋃n−2
j=1 N

2
G[wj ] = {wn−1}, vt must be hop-dominated by some vertex wj where 1 ≤ j ≤ n−2.

This is not possible when n = 4, and so n ≥ 5. This would imply that wn−1 is either
v1, v2, vn−1, or vn. It is routine to show that any of these vertices will contradict the
assumption that S is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence.

Therefore, γhgr(Pn) = n− 2 when n ≥ 4.

Lemma 1. Let G be a graph on n vertices. If |N2
G[v]| = 3 for every v ∈ V (G), then

γhgr(G) ≤ n− 2.
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Proof. Suppose that |N2
G[v]| = 3 for every v ∈ V (G). Then G ̸= Kn. Thus, γhgr(G) ≤

n− 1. Suppose that γhgr(G) = n− 1, say, S = (v1, · · · , vn−1) is a Grundy hop dominating

sequence of G. Then N2
G[vi] \

⋃i−1
j=1N

2
G[vj ] ̸= ∅ for each i ∈ {2, . . . , n − 1}. Let p, q ∈

N2
G(vn−1). Since N

2
G[vn−1]\

⋃n−2
j=1 N

2
G[vj ] ̸= ∅, p /∈ S or q /∈ S, say p /∈ S. Then q = vk ∈ Ŝ

for some k ̸= n− 1 and vk, vn−1 ∈ N2
G[vk]. Now, since |N2

G[p]| = 3, there exists j ̸= n− 1
such that p ∈ N2(vj). It follows that vk, p, vn−1 ∈ N2

G[vk] ∪ N2
G[vj ], a contradiction.

Therefore, γhgr(G) ≤ n− 2.

The next result shows that the bound in Lemma 1 is tight.

Proposition 2. For any positive integer n ≥ 3,

γhgr(Cn) =


3 if n = 3

2 if n = 4

n− 4 if n ≥ 6 and even

n− 2 if n ≥ 5 and odd.

Proof. Let G = Cn = [v1, v2, · · · , vn, v1]. Clearly, γhgr(C3) = 3 and γhgr(C4) = 2.
Let n ≥ 6. Let S0 = (v1, v2, · · · , vn−4). Then N2

G[v2] \ N2
G[v1] = {v2, v4, vn} ̸= ∅ and

vi+2 ∈ N2
G[vi] \∪

i−1
j=1N

2
G[vj ] for all i ∈ {3, 4, · · · , n− 4}. It follows that S0 is a Grundy hop

dominating sequence and γhgr(Cn) ≥ |Ŝ0| = n − 4. Suppose that n is even and suppose

that S is a Grundy hop dominating sequence of Cn with γhgr(Cn) = |Ŝ|. Observe that if i
is even and j is odd, then N2

G[vi]∩N2
G[vj ] = ∅. Hence, we may express S as concatenation

S1⊕S2 where the subscripts of the terms of S1 and S2 are even and odd, respectively. Now,
since N2

G[v1] = {v1, v3, vn−1}, N2
G[v2] = {v2, v4, vn}, N2

G[vn] = {v2, vn−2, vn}, N2
G[vn−1] =

{v1, vn−3, vn−1}, and N2
G[vi] = {vi−2, vi, vi+2} for i ∈ {3, 4, · · · , n− 4}, it follows that each

of S1 and S2 can only have at most n
2 − 2 terms. Thus, γhgr(Cn) = n− 4.

Next, suppose that n ≥ 5 and is odd. Clearly, γhgr(Cn) = 3 if n = 5. For n ≥ 7, the
sequence S = (v1, v3, · · · , vn, v2, v4, · · · , vn−5) = (v1, v3, · · · , vn)⊕(v2, v4, · · · , vn−5) can be
verified to be a Grundy hop dominating sequence of Cn. This and Lemma 1 would imply
that γhgr(G) = n− 2.

Lemma 2. Let G be a graph. A sequence S is a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in G
if and only if S is a legal closed neighborhood sequence in G. Moreover, S is a co-Grundy
dominating sequence in G if and only if it is a Grundy dominating sequence in G. In
particular, γcogr(G) = γgr(G).

Proof. Let S = (v1, · · · , vk) be a sequence in G. Since V (G) \ NG(vi) = NG[vi] for
each i ∈ [k], it follows that

[V (G) \NG(vi)] \ ∪i−1
j=1[V (G) \NG(vj)] = NG[vi] \ ∪

i−1
j=1NG[vj ].

Hence, S is a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in G if and only if it is a legal closed
neighborhood sequence in G. Clearly, a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in G is a
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co-Grundy dominating sequence if and only if it is a Grundy dominating sequence in G.
Hence, γcogr(G) = γgr(G).

Theorem 5. Let G and H be any two graphs. A sequence S of distinct vertices of G+H
is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence if and only if one of the following holds:

(i) S is a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in G (legal closed neighborhood sequence
in G).

(ii) S is a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in H (legal closed neighborhood sequence
in H).

(iii) S is a concatenation SG ⊕ SH , where SG and SH are co-legal closed neighborhood
sequences in G and H, respectively.

Proof. Suppose that S = (w1, · · · , wk) is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence in
G+H and let Ŝ = {w1, . . . , wk}. Suppose Ŝ ⊆ V (G). By the legality condition in S, we
have

N2
G+H [wi] \ ∪i−1

j=1N
2
G+H [wj ] ̸= ∅ for all i ∈ {2, 3, . . . , k}.

Since N2
G+H [wi] = V (G) \NG(wi) for each i ∈ [k], it follows that

[V (G) \NG(wi)] \ ∪i−1
j=1[V (G) \NG(wj)] ̸= ∅ for all i ∈ {2, 3, . . . , k}.

Therefore, S is a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in G, showing that (i) holds.
Similarly, (ii) holds if Ŝ ⊆ V (H).

Next, suppose that ŜG = Ŝ ∩ V (G) ̸= ∅ and ŜH = Ŝ ∩ V (H) ̸= ∅. Since N2
G+H [wj ] ⊆

V (G) for all wj ∈ ŜG and N2
G+H [ws] ⊆ V (H) for all ws ∈ ŜH , we may assume that

ŜG = {w1, w2, . . . , wm} and ŜH = {wm+1, wm+1, . . . , wk}. Then S = SG ⊕ SH . Since S is
a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence,

[V (G) \NG(wi)] \ ∪i−1
j=1[V (G) \NG(wj)] = N2

G+H [wi] \ ∪i−1
j=1N

2
G+H [wj ] ̸= ∅

for all i ∈ {2, 3, . . . ,m}, showing that SG is a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in
G. Similarly, SH is a co-legal closed neighborhood sequence in H. This shows that (iii)
holds.

The converse is clear.

Corollary 3. Let G and H be any two graphs. A sequence S of distinct vertices of G+H
is a Grundy hop dominating sequence in G+H if and only if S = SG⊕SH , where SH and
SH are co-Grundy dominating sequences in G and H, respectively (Grundy dominating
sequences in G and H, respectively). Moreover,

γhgr(G+H) = γcogr(G) + γcogr(H) = γgr(G) + γgr(H).

In particular, each of the following holds.
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(i) γhgr(K1 +G) = 1 + γcogr(G) = 1 + γgr(G).

(ii) γhgr(Km,n) = 2 for m,n ≥ 1.

(iii) γhgr(Wn) = 1 + γcogr(Cn) = 1 + γgr(Cn) for all n ≥ 3.

(iv) γhgr(Fn) = 1 + γcogr(Pn) = 1 + γgr(Pn) for all n ≥ 1.

Theorem 6. Let G be a non-trivial connected graph on m vertices and let H be any graph.
Then γhgr(G ◦H) ≥ m · γcogr(H) = m · γgr(H).

Proof. Let V (G) = {v1, v2, . . . , vm} and let Svi = (w1
vi , w

2
vi , · · · , w

k
vi) be a co-Grundy

dominating sequence in Hvi for each i ∈ [m] = {1, 2, . . . ,m}, where k = γcogr(H). Let
S = Sv1 ⊕ Sv2 ⊕ · · · ⊕ Svm . Let x ∈ V (G ◦ H) \ Ŝ and let vt ∈ V (G) such that x ∈
V (vt +Hvt). Suppose first that x = vt. Let vs ∈ NG(vt) and pick any wj

vs ∈ Ŝvs . Then
wj
vs ∈ Ŝ ∩ N2

G◦H(vt). Suppose x ̸= vt. Then x ∈ V (Hvt) \ Ŝvt . Since Ŝvt is a co-Grundy

dominating set inHvt , it follows that there exists wl
vt ∈ Ŝvt ⊆ Ŝ such that dHvt (x,wl

vt) ̸= 1.

It follows that dG◦H(x,wl
vt) = 2. Thus, Ŝ is a hop dominating set in G ◦H.

We relabel the terms in S, say S = (x1, x2, · · · , xk, · · · , xmk). Next, let i ∈ [mk] \ {1}
and let xi = wt

vr , where r ∈ [m] and t ∈ [k]. Then

N2
G◦H [xi] \ ∪i−1

j=1N
2
G◦H [xj ] = N2

G◦H [wt
vr ] \ [(∪

t−1
s=1N

2
G◦H [ws

vr ]) ∪
(∪{N2

G◦H [wp
vq ] : p ∈ [k] and 1 ≤ q ≤ r − 1})].

If t = 1, then N2
G◦H [wt

vr ] \ (∪
t−1
s=1N

2
G◦H [ws

vr ]) = N2
G◦H [wt

vr ]. Clearly,

wt
vr ∈ N2

G◦H [wt
vr ] \ [∪{N

2
G◦H [wp

vq ] : p ∈ [k] and 1 ≤ q ≤ r − 1}].

Suppose t ̸= 1. Then

N2
G◦H [wt

vr ] \ (∪
t−1
s=1N

2
G◦H [ws

vr ]) = [V (Hvr) \NHvr (wt
vr)] \

[∪t−1
s=1(V (Hvr) \NHvr (ws

vr))]

̸= ∅

because Svr is a co-legal neighborhood sequence in Hvr . Since

N2
G◦H [wt

vr ] \ (∪
t−1
s=1N

2
G◦H [ws

vr ]) ∩ [∪{N2
G◦H [wp

vq ] : p ∈ [k] and 1 ≤ q ≤ r − 1}] = ∅,

N2
G◦H [xi] \ ∪i−1

j=1N
2
G◦H [xj ] ̸= ∅. Therefore, S is a Grundy hop dominating sequence in

G ◦H. Accordingly,

γhgr(G ◦H) ≥ |Ŝ| =
m∑
i=1

|Ŝvi | = m · γcogr(H) = m · γgr(H).

This proves the assertion.
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Remark 3. The bound given in Theorem 6 is tight. Moreover, strict inequality can also
be attained.

To see this, consider G = K3 and H = P3. Then γcogr(H) = 2 and γhgr(G ◦ H) =
3γcogr(H) = 6.

For the strict inequality, consider the graphs G and G ◦ K1 in Figure 3. Then
γcogr(K1) = 1 and S = (7, 5, 1, 4, 3) is a Grundy hop dominating sequence in G ◦ K1

with
γhgr(G ◦K1) = |S| = 5 > 4 = 4γcogr(K1).

G : G ◦K1 :

1 2

34 5

6 7

8

Figure 3: The corona G ◦K1 with γh
gr(G ◦K1) = 5

Theorem 7. Let G and H be non-trivial connected graphs. Let SG = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) be a
legal closed hop independent neighborhood sequence of G and let SH = (a1, a2, · · · , at) be
a co-legal neighborhood sequence of H. Then

S = ((v1, a1), (v1, a2), · · · , (v1, at), · · · , (vk, a1), (vk, a2), · · · , (vk, at))

is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence of G[H].

Proof. Suppose SG is a legal closed hop independent neighborhood sequence of G and
let SH be a co-legal neighborhood sequence of H. Let i ∈ [k] and j ∈ [t]. Then

N2
G[H][(vi, aj)]\∪

j−1
l=1N

2
G[H][(vi, al)] = ({vi}×V (H)\NH(aj))\({vi}×∪j−1

l=1 [V (H)\NH(al)]).

Now, since SH is a co-legal sequence in H,

V (H) \NH(aj)) \ ∪j−1
l=1 [V (H) \NH(al)] ̸= ∅.

Equality implies that

N2
G[H][(vi, aj)] \ ∪

j−1
l=1N

2
G[H][(vi, al)] ̸= ∅.

The assumption that SG is a legal closed hop independent neighborhood sequence would
imply that ({vi}× V (H) \NH(aj)) \ ({vi}×∪j−1

l=1 [V (H) \NH(al)]) and ∪{N2
G[H][(vr, al)] :
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r ∈ [i− 1] and l ∈ [t]} are disjoint. Thus,

N2
G[H][(vi, aj)] \ ∪{N

2
G[H][(vr, al)] : r ∈ [i], l ∈ [t] with (vi, aj) ̸= (vr, al)} ≠ ∅.

Therefore, S is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence in G[H].

Theorem 8. Let G and H be non-trivial connected graphs. If SG = (v1, v2, · · · , vk) is
a Grundy hop independent hop dominating sequence in G and SH = (a1, a2, · · · , at) is a
co-Grundy dominating sequence in H. Then

S = ((v1, a1), (v1, a2), · · · , (v1, at), · · · , (vk, a1), (vk, a2), · · · , (vk, at))

is a Grundy hop dominating sequence of G[H]. In particular, γhgr(G[H]) ≥ γhihgr (G)γcogr(H).

Proof. By Theorem 7, S is a legal closed hop neighborhood sequence in G[H]. Let
(v, a) ∈ V (G[H])\Ŝ. Suppose that v ∈ V (G)\SG. Since SG is a hop dominating set, there
exists vj ∈ SG such that v ∈ N2

G(vj). It follows that (vj , a1) ∈ Ŝ and (v, a) ∈ N2
G[H](vj , a1).

Suppose v = vi for some i ∈ [k]. Then a ∈ V (H) \ SH . Since SH is a co-Grundy
dominating sequence, there exists as ∈ SH such that a /∈ NH(as). Clearly, (vi, as) ∈ Ŝ
and (v, a) ∈ N2

G[H](vi, as). Thus, Ŝ is a hop dominating set, showing that S is a Grundy

hop dominating sequence in G[H]. Therefore, γhgr(G[H]) ≥ γhihgr (G)γcogr(H).

Remark 4. The bound given in Theorem 8 is tight.
To see this, consider G = H = P3. Then γhihgr (G) = 2 and γcogr(H) = 2. It can easily be

verified that γhgr(G[H]) = γhihgr (G)γcogr(H) = 4.

4. Conclusion

This study did introduce the concept of Grundy hop domination and make an initial
investigation of the concept. It was pointed out and proved that every graph admits
a Grundy hop dominating sequence. Extremal values of the Grundy hop domination
number were given. Moreover, exact value or tight lower bound for each of the Grundy
hop domination numbers of the join, corona, and lexicographic product of two graphs was
determined. Bounds for this newly defined parameter in terms of other parameters (e.g.
minimum degree, maximum degree, diameter, etc.) may be obtained. The parameter can
be investigated further for trees and graphs under other binary operations.
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